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Hi, everyone! Welcome to Chapel Hill. My name is Julie Hawkins, and I am one 
of the pastors here. My husband Joey didn’t meet his biological father until he 
was 20 years old. When Joey met his dad, you could tell they shared the same 
DNA. They looked similar, but they also did this funny thing where they made 
words out of the letters on the license plate in front of them at stoplights. Even 
though they had never met, they were related.   
  
His dad who raised him, Walter, taught him how to love the outdoors and 
foods like Liver mush, and how to raise a family. Part of what makes Joey, Joey 
comes from Walter. And he also had his Young Life Leader, Gary Hopkins, who 
was like a bonus dad. Gary cultivated Joey’s love of community. He showed 
him that you can be a Christian and be funny. Part of what makes Joey who he 
is comes from Gary. These three men helped form Joey into the person he is 
today. And some of that was genetic, some of it was taught, and some of it was 
nurtured and cultivated.   
  
Our Chapel Hill DNA is like that. Some of what makes us uniquely Chapel Hill is 
genetic, it’s in our genes, like those first three traits: We are egalitarian, 
Reformed, and Spirit-filled. This week, we are moving into the next three: We 
embrace humility, we embrace courage, and we embrace accountability. 
These parts of our DNA are things that we nurture and cultivate. You’ll notice 
each of them has the word “embrace” in the middle. That’s because these are 
things that we are always working to do more. If we said, “We are humble…” 
well, we wouldn’t be humble. Instead, we embrace these things and try to do 
them more and more. And this morning, we start with the hardest of the three, 
“We embrace humility.” If you are sitting there thinking that you can tune out 
because this isn’t something you struggle with, that humility comes naturally to 
you… or that you really wish your friend so-and-so were here because they 
really need to do some work in the area of humility…well, you’ve got some 
work to do in the area of humility too.   
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As we will see in our text this morning, the work to embrace humility is nothing 
new. It was a favorite struggle of the disciples. But Jesus called them and calls 
us to a life of humility, marked by submission and service, formed by sacrifice. 
Let’s turn now to God’s word for us today in Mark 10, starting in verse 32.   
  
Mark 10:32b-45:  
  
32 … And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to 
him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him 
to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him and 
spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”   
  
And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to 
them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us 
to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to 
them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 
39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I 
drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 
baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is 
for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they 
began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and 
said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it 
shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 
45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.” 1  
  
As Jesus and his disciples make their way to Jerusalem, he had started to talk 
more about his approaching death. He kept telling the disciples this is what’s 
coming, this is what to expect, this is going to be hard. Twice in the last two 
chapters, Jesus had laid out what is going to happen in Jerusalem. And the 
disciples did not respond well either time.  
  
But now, they’re hearing this for the third time, perhaps they had a chance to 
process it, and think through what this means. He tells them for a third time 
that he is going to be humiliated, spit on, flogged, and killed. And James and 
John pull him aside and say, “We want you to do whatever we ask of you. Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”  
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Awkward, right? Jesus has just told them that he is going to suffer and die, and 
their response is to ask for positions of power. Imagine someone tells you that 
they just received terrible news, they are terminally ill and they are going to die 
in a week. And the first thing out of your mouth is “Can I have your house?” I 
know that the real estate market is crazy right now but come on!  
  
We should be so grateful to the disciples, friends. They did such a good job of 
paving the way and giving us an example of what not to do. And we can learn 
from how Jesus responded to them. In this text, we see three things we can do 
to embrace humility: Be Formed by Jesus, Be Different From the World, and 
Be a Servant.   
  
First, to embrace humility, we must be formed by Jesus.   
  
In this, the disciples show us an example of what not to do. They allowed 
themselves to be formed by their idea of Jesus, instead of being formed by 
Jesus. For the last three years, the disciples had walked with Jesus, seen him 
perform miracles, and heard him talk about this kingdom where they were 
called to deny themselves, take up their cross and follow him. For three years, 
they had heard Jesus teach about the kingdom of God, a place where the first 
became the last, where the poor and powerless were lifted up. But in James 
and John’s request, we can see that they heard it, but they weren’t formed by 
it.   
  
You see, despite their closeness to Jesus, James and John had bought into the 
popular belief that the Messiah would hold political power. And they wanted a 
piece of that power! And what better way to get it than to straight up ask for it?  
  
The rest of the disciples overheard the conversation, and they did not take it 
very well. Can’t you picture that dangerous game of comparison they were 
playing in their minds? How dare James and John ask for a position next to 
Jesus? Andrew followed him first and was the first to call him the Messiah! And 
Peter walked out to him on the water. Levi the Tax collector was the one who 
took Jesus to all the best parties with all the other tax collectors. I am sure they 
were thinking of all the ways that they were the actual greatest. But in this 
argument, they were showing that they weren’t being formed by Jesus.   
  
We have at our fingertips the Word of God always available to us. This is where 
our formation begins. A few weeks back, Pastor Ellis recommended the Bible 
in One Year App. I’m going to do a little drip for that too. It’s a great way to get 
into God’s word each day so that we can embrace humility and be formed by 
Jesus. I want to encourage you to download the app and be formed by God’s 
word.   
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The second way we can embrace humility is to be different from the world.   
  
As Jesus watched his disciples jockey for power and wrestle with pride…he 
called them together and told them, to be different from the world.   
  
“You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so 
among you.” Mark 10:43  
  
I love how the NIV translates that last phrase: Not so with you! Those are 
powerful words.   
Out there in the world, it is all about who is in power, and who has authority. 
This was true in the first century and it is true today. It might be who has the 
corner office, or who writes the shift schedule, who has more seniority, the 
most letters after their name…MD, DDS, PHD, who has the most followers on 
TikTok… We all have areas where we are seeking power, and praise, to get a 
leg up over someone else. But Jesus tells us, “Not so with you!”   
  
I want you to take that phrase and keep it in your back pocket, make it your 
mantra. It’s something that I have been doing…Whenever I feel a twinge of 
jealousy or judgment, I say to myself, “Not so with you!” It’s a reminder that I 
am called to something different. Y’all, I’d love to tell you that I don’t have to 
say it to myself very often…Jesus is working on me. Last week I was sitting in 
the school pick-up line and the car behind me idled for too long, in my 
opinion. The car in front of me took too long to move forward, in my opinion. I 
had five “Not so with you” moments while waiting to pick up my kids. I 
apologize to all you other Purdy parents and repent of my carpool line pride.   
  
When you feel that desire for power or pride well up inside of you, remind 
yourself, “Not so with you!” Be different from the world.   
  
Because the third way we embrace humility is how we are different from the 
world. To embrace humility, we have to be a servant :   
  
“But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever 
would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 
10:43-45 
  
I wonder how many of you have worked in the service industry? Joey and I paid 
our way through college serving tables in East Texas. Joey worked at a pizza 
place called Joe’s that was staffed by a group of Albanians by way of Brooklyn, 
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and we are still convinced they might have been in the Witness Protection 
program. I worked at the one fancy place in our little town. We made $2.50 an 
hour, plus tips. Humbling. And I’ll just tell you that if you are planning to go out 
to eat after church today, be kind to the wait staff. Getting the after-church shift 
was the worst. My restaurant upped our wages for that shift to make up for the 
poor treatment and terrible tippers. I could tell you some terrible stories. Don’t 
ever write John 3.16 in the tip line instead of leaving a tip. Like I said, 
humbling. The language that Jesus uses for servants in this passage is the 
word for someone who waited on tables. Whoever would be great among you 
must be the one who waits on tables, not the one who owns the franchise.  
  
More than that, the one who would be first must be a slave of all. In the first 
century, slaves had no rights, and their life was determined by the will of their 
owner. That’s what Jesus calls us to do, to give up all our rights, and our power, 
and become completely dependent on the will of our Lord, to be a servant to 
God and others.   
  
In order to embrace humility, we must be a servant. That’s a hard word and 
even harder work. But the good news is that Jesus did it first, and he did it for 
us. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many. This verse sums up the entire Gospel and gives us 
the most perfect picture of humility. At the core of humility is recognizing the 
greatness of God, that we are the created, not the creator. And Jesus, who is 
God, who is the creator, became man, became the created. Jesus submitted 
himself in obedience to the Father, took on the form of a servant, submitted 
himself to the mocking, the flogging, the humiliating death on a cross. Jesus, 
who was and is the first, the greatest, he became the last, a slave to all. And in 
doing so, he paid for our sins. He paid for all those moments when we think 
we’re better than others, for all those moments of our pride, all those moments 
when we think we deserve a place of power. The Son of man became a servant 
and paid the price for your freedom from sin.   
  
Brothers and sisters, embracing humility is embracing Jesus. He is the 
complete picture of humility. We all have this same call to be like Jesus, to be a 
servant.   
  
In order to embrace humility, we must ask the Holy Spirit to help us serve. And 
I believe this is in true all areas of our life. We are called to serve others in our 
workplace, whether you are the CEO or an intern getting coffee, ask “Am I a 
servant?” In our families with our kids, our spouse, and our parents. How am I 
being called to serve? In our schools, in our friendships, in our church, in every 
area of our life, asking, “How am I being called to serve?”   
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So what does this mean for us as a church…. It means that this is something we 
are always working at. We work to be formed by Jesus, we work to be different 
from the world’s view of power, and we work to be servants.  
  
As we close our time today, we are going to make some space to do some of 
that work. Ask that question, How am I being called to serve? And how am I 
being called to serve the body of Christ? Pastor Rachel talked earlier about the 
new Discovery Tool; filling that out would be a great place to start. In fact, with 
all humility, I want to invite you to consider taking out your phone and filling it 
in right now. There is no commitment involved, but it is a tangible way to think 
through that question, How am I being called to serve? Let’s take a minute and 
do that now. In fact, I am going to do it with you.   
 


